WASHINGTON NEWS BULLETIN
July 8, 1944 8100 AM FINAL

Ted By~overscas Branoh; U.5. 0FrTes o War Informatisn] = -

& - NORMANDY -~ Front dispatohes Saturday saild British troops
pened an assault on the Caen area defenses at dawn, as tanks and
:g::glidrov‘ forward under a barrage by hundreds of blg guns.
st n the first hour, three key German strong points —- Galmancs,
1jade and Le Bigey —- were engulfed by British troovs.
v Other front dlspatches sald that U.8. troope have
captured St. Jean de Daye in the Carentan sector.

Saturday's Supreme Allied headquarter: communique sald
that Americans have extended their bridgehead acrcia tne river in
the Carentan sector agalnst stiff German recletircc.

Americans are reported to have cepturcd Zominating
helghts in the La Haye du Pults arca and to hac: co: the last major
German exit from that town.

: Aliled aircraft attacked Germen troons and tank concen-
trations north of Caen Friday night. Ailied 'o:dcoarters disclosed
that more than 1,000 German planes have tera shodt dzwn cover France
since ... U.S, heavy bombers Saturday morning attacized enemy units
in the Pas de Col:ois area.

GERMAT'Y .—~ Roval Air Force Mosquito bombers attacked
Berlin Fridey nipht, while heavy bombers aftackes. targets in oc-
cupied Eurcpys. .

iZALY —— Rosignano and Castellina on the Itzlian west
coast have besi captured by U.S, troops afier three dzys of street
fighting. French troops of the Fifth Army have progressed south
of Poggibonzi sweeping through Colle Val d'Flsa. Enemy counter
attacks have beon revulsed near Arezzo. MNortnzast of Lake Trasimeno
Indian troops advanced to Montone, a few kilometers north of
Umbertide. §

On the Adriatic Coast advances have been made against the
Germans stubtbornly defending the port of Axcona.

MELTTERRANEAN -- Allicd aircraft attacked three synthetic
01l plants in German Silesia, two at Blecheamer and another at
Odertal. Alrdrcmes and rall yards =t Zagreo in Yugoslavia were
also attacked.

Sceket firing aircraft attacked railway rolling stock in
Salenk in Greees. :

FL7 EABT —~ American superfortresses which attacked
military targcts on the Japanese home island of Kyushu Friday re-
turned to thelr Chinese bases without loss, it was announced 1n
Washington by Jfocreral H. H, Arnold, Commander of the Twentleth Alr
Force. Thae E-209'¢ attacked the great naval base at Sasebo, vital
industrie. targctas at Tobata and the steel cenisr of Yawata.

i Cencrel MacArthur announced early Saturday that the cam-
- paign for Y¥ocmtuor Island off northwestern Dutch llew Guinea has

ended with the capture of Namber airdrome, U.S. forces, which
; nded July 2, aow coatrol all three airfields on the 1lsland less
an 800 milez from the Philippines. MacArthur also reported two
ry attacrs on Yap, Japanese stronghold in the western Carolines. .
- Chineee troops are counterattacking in the Hengyeng
. Allied plenes on this front killed over flfteen hundred
se troops end sank eixty river boats. U.S. medium bombers

' U.8. Fourteenth Alr Force dropped food, ammunition and
28 liees to the Chinese ground forces at Hengyang.

On the Balween River front, Chinese forces have virtually
the Japanese bast at Tengchung.
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DE GAULLE -~ General Charles de Geulle wne guest of
night at a dinner given by Acting U.S. Secretery of
« Patterson. During the day, General de Grulle
& wreath on the tomb of the Americen unknown soldier
Nationnl Cemetery; visited Mount Vernon, home of
and g;.id his rospects to General John Pershing,
ef of the American Expeditionary Foree in the

The m}_o_g_g_-? have driven to within forty-four
kilometers of ne, and to the south have captured Btolin. In
the north, the Red Army pushed sheed against Finnish troops.
South of iblotak, the Soviets have ceptured a large number of
prisoners. East of Minsk, the Red Army continued to mop up
remnsnts of three German Corpe.

The French forces of the interior in well organized
actions continue to inflict severe damage on the Germen communi-
eation system in France, it was revealed from information
received in New York Friday.

Generel Harold Alexander's headquarters announced Fridey
that after a number of attacks the region or Romagnane Sesia
in the province of Novara 1s now safe in the hands of the
ots who have defeated all Nazi Fascists attempts to rotake
8 region in Itely.

UNRRA — Director General Herbert H. Lehman of United
Nations Rellef and Rehabilitation Administration announced
Saturday night that Doctor Eduardo Sentos, formerly President
of Colombia, South Americn, has accepted the appointment es

¥ Director General for liesison with the American Republics
iich are members of UNRRA.

The U.8. State Department in Washington seid Friday
that Ambagsador Carlton J. H. Hayes ig returning to Washington
from Medrid for consultation and to refresh himgelf on American

war progrees.
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